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CONFIDENTIAL BRASILIA 1645 

FOR USDEL SECRETARY'S PARTY 

FOR ASS'T SECRETARY ROGERS AND FUNSETH 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) 

SUBJECT: SILVEIRA'S CONCERN ABOUT TENDENTIOUS AP STORY 

1 . 1 HAVE JUST RECEIVED FROM FOREIGN MINISTER SILVEIRA THE 
FOLLOWING AP DESPATCH IN PORTUGUESE DATED FEBRUARY 23 WITH 
DATELINE BOGOTA. SILVEIRA SENT THE FOLLOWING PERSONAL NOTE 
TO ME WITH THE TICKER ITEM: "I BEG YOU TO ASK HENRY - 
IF IT IS POSSIBLE IMMEDIATELY - HOW I SHOULD ANSWER 
BRAZILIAN NEWSPAPERMEN ABOUT THE ENCLOSED DESPATCH". 

2. TEXT OF DESPATCH: IN SPITE OF HIS MANY OCCUPATIONS. 

SOME OF THEM OF A PRIVATE NATURE, SECRETARY OF STATE 
HENRY KISSINGER STILL HAD TIME TO MEET SECRETLY IN RIO DE 
JANEIRO WITH EIGHT YOUNG BRAZILIAN INTELLECTURALS TO 
DISCUSS THE ACCUSATIONS OF REPRESSION WHICH HAVE FREQUENTLY 
BEEN RAISED AGAINST THE REGIME OF THAT COUNTRY. 

ACCORDING TO THE HIGH OFFICIAL OF THE UNITED STATES 
GOVERNMENT WHO IS ACCOMPANYING THE SECRETARY IN HIS TOUR 
THROUGH LATIN AMERICA, KISSINGER'S MEETING WITH THE 
INTELLECTUALS TOOK PLACE ON SATURDAY NIGHT AFTER HIS 
RETURN FROM A BRIEF VISIT TO A SAMBA SCHOOL WHERE THE U.S. 
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DIPLOMAT WAS ABLE TO SEE WHAT THE BRAZILIAN CARNIVAL WOULD BE 
LIKE. 
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IN SPITE OF THE SHORT TIME THAT HE HAD TO REST, THE 

SECRETARY MADE A POINT OF MEETING WITH THE YOUNG INTELLECTUALS. 

ACCORDING TO THE HIGH U.S. OFFICIAL, THE SECRETARY 
MADE THE APPOINTMENT AS PART OF HIS EFFORT TO ADVANCE, IN 
A PRIVATE WAY, HIS OPINION THAT BRAZIL SHOULD MOVE 
TOWARD A LESS AUTHORITARIAN REGIME. THE SUBSTANCE OF WHAT 
WAS DISCUSSED WAS NOT DIVULGED. 

THE INTERVIEW MAY IN PART APPEAR SOMEWHAT PARADOCICAL 
SINCE THE SECRETARY LAVISHED PRAISE ON BRAZILIAN POLICY 
TO THE POINT OF HAVING RECEIVED CRITICISM FROM A U.S. 

NEWSPAPER, THE NEW YORK TIMES, WHICH CONSIDERED KISSINGER'S 
IDEA OF CALLING BRAZIL A "SUPER POWER" UNFORTUNATE. 

ACCORDING TO THE U.S. NEWSPAPER, KISSINGER'S 

REFERENCE MIGHT GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT THE UNITED 

STATES GOVERNMENT WAS FAVORABLE TO RIGHTIST DICTATORSHIPS. 

IN ADDITION TO THIS SECRET MEETING, THE 18-HOUR 

STOP IN RIO DE JANEIRO CLEARLY MARKED THE SOCIAL 

EVENT OF THE VISIT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE, WHO BESIDES 

DINING WITH PERSONAL FRIENDS ALSO HAD LUNCH ON SUNDAY WITH 

RAQUEL WELCH, THE AMERICAN ACTRESS, AN OLD FRIEND OF THE 

SECRETARY'S. 

THE ACTRESS IS AT PRESENT TOURING BRAZIL AS A SINGER. 

END TEXT. 

3. 1 WILL MAKE THE FOLLOWING POINTS TO SILVEIRA: 

A. THE AP REPORT IS OBVIOUSLY INACCURATE. 

B. THERE WAS NOTHING SECRET ABOUT THE DINNER IN THE 
SECRETARY'S SUITE, WHICH TOOK PLACE BEFORE NOT AFTER THE 
VISIT TO THE SAMBA SCHOOL. 

C. THE BRAZILIAN GUESTS AT THE DINNER (WHOM I SHALL 
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ENUMERATE TO SILVEIRA) INCLUDED PRESENT AND PAST OFFICIALS 
OF THE BRAZILIAN GOVERNMENT AND TWO YOUNG PHD'S 
TRAINED IN THE U.S. 

D. THE SECRETARY'S ORIGINAL HOPE HAD BEEN TO MEET 

SOME OF HIS FORMER STUDENTS BUT THIS PROVED IMPOSSIBLE AND 
THE GUESTS WERE CHOSEN ON THE BASIS OF THEIR INTERESTING 
BACKGROUNDS. 

E. THE PURPOSE OF THE DINNER WAS NOT TO TALK ABOUT 
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"REPRESSION” IN BRAZIL OR TO ADVANCE THE SECRETARY'S "OPINION 
THAT BRAZIL SHOULD MOVE TOWARD A LESS AUTHORITARIAN 
REGIME" BUT RATHER TO HAVE AN UNSTRUCTURED EXCHANGE ON A 
VERY WIDE VARIETY OF TOPICS. 

F. THE INACCURACY OF THE REPORT IS WELL INDICATED BY 
ITS ABSURD REFERENCE TO THE LUNCH WITH RAQUEL WELCH. 

4. SILVEIRA HAS JUST CALLED ME (AT AN UNUSUALLY EARLY HOUR 
FOR HIM) TO INSIST THAT "NO ONE” WAS "WORRIED" ABOUT THE 
STORY SINCE IT HAD NOT YET BEEN PUBLISHED. HE MADE A POINT 

OF SAYING THAT EVERYONE "TRUSTED" THE SECRETARY. HE EXPLAINED 
THAT THE PURPOSE OF HIS NOTE TO ME WAS TO MAKE SURE THAT, 

IN THE EVENT HE DID RECEIVE PRESS INQUIRIES, HE AND THE 
SECRETARY WOULD BE SAYING THE SAME THING. AFTER I HAD GONE 
OVER THE POINTS IN PARA 3 ABOVE - AND HE INDICATED THAT HE 
KNEW WHO HAD ATTENDED THE DINNER - HE ASKED ME WHETHER HE 
COULD SAY THAT THE STORY WAS INACCURATE. I SAID THAT HE 
COULD. 

5. BECAUSE OF THE REFERENCE IN THE AP STORY TO "A HIGH 
OFFICIAL OF THE U.S. GOVERNMENT ACCOMPANYING THE SECRETARY", 
ETC., LET ME KNOW BE RETURN TELEGRAM WHETHER THERE IS 
ANYTHING YOU WISH ME TO ADD TO SILVEIRA, IT BEING UNDER- 
STOOD THAT HE MAY WELL USE IT. OBVIOUSLY, ANYTHING THE 
EMBASSY MAY SAY, ON A STRICTLY IF-ASKED BASIS, SHOULD 

BE ON ALL FOURS WITH WHAT FUNSETH SAYS. PLEASE ADVISE 
WHAT. IF ANYTHING, IS BEING SAID THERE. 

CRIMMINS 

NOTE BY OC/T: COORDINATED WITH S/SO, MR. HOGAN. 
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